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Indiana’s Centennial of Flight Celebration Begins 
        Numerous events scheduled around the state 

 
INDIANAPOLIS — Lt. Governor Joe Kernan today announced details of the state’s year-long 
“Centennial of Flight” celebration, including a complementary exhibit at the Indiana History 
Center, home of the Indiana Historical Society. 
 

The exhibit, “Indiana, Amelia Earhart and the Centennial of Flight,” is one of a variety of 
events being held around the state in conjunction with the anniversary of powered aviation.  
 

“Indiana has a long history of success in the field of aviation and today marks the 
beginning of an extensive and well-deserved celebration of our accomplishments,” said Kernan, 
who oversees the state’s tourism development efforts as the director of the Indiana Department 
of Commerce.  

 
“The ingenuity and courage of our Hoosier forefathers helped to pioneer flight, and as 

Hoosiers, we are proud to have such a remarkable legacy,” added the former Navy pilot. 
 
 Indiana boasts several major aviation milestones and connections, including the first 
airmail delivery via hot air balloon in 1859; the birth of Wilbur Wright in 1867; the first glider 
experiments by Octave Chanute, the “Father of Aviation,” at the Indiana Dunes in 1896; the first 
national balloon race in 1909 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway; the first Air National Guard 
unit in 1921; and 22 astronauts from Purdue University. 
 
 “We are pleased to be the state’s official headquarters for this wonderful celebration,” 
said Indiana Historical Society President and CEO Sal Cilella. “With the combination of the 
Indiana Historical Society, the Department of Commerce and all the local activities that will take 
place, Indiana will have one of the nation’s most wide-ranging celebrations.” 
 

Commemorating the anniversary, numerous exhibits, air shows, and attractions will be 
held throughout the state. The Department of Commerce’s Office of Tourism and Film 
Development and the Indiana Historical Society are coordinating the promotions of the events. 
(A complete list is attached.) 
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Since 1830, the Indiana Historical Society has been Indiana’s storyteller, connecting 

people to the past by collecting, preserving, interpreting and disseminating Indiana history. The 
independent, nonprofit organization also publishes books and periodicals; sponsors teacher 
workshops; provides youth, adult and family programming; assists local historical groups 
throughout the state; and maintains the world’s largest collection of material on the history of 
Indiana and the Old Northwest.  

 
The Indiana Historical Society is one of the oldest historical societies in the United States 

and one of the largest, with more than 10,000 members. The Society opened a new 165,000-
square-foot headquarters in downtown Indianapolis in July 1999. (www.indianahistory.org) 
 
 Commerce’s Office of Tourism and Film Development stimulates visitor spending and 
economic growth by developing and promoting quality travel experiences in Indiana. The most 
recent economic impact study shows that the Indiana tourism industry supports more than 
113,000 full-time jobs, generates more than $6.7 billion in visitor spending annually and attracts 
nearly 58 million guests each year.   
 

For more information on the Centennial of Flight, contact Commerce’s Tourism and Film 
Development office at 317.232.8860 or the Indiana Historical Society at 317.232.1882. 

 
 CENTENNIAL OF FLIGHT EVENTS 

 
Fly-Ins and Air Shows 
April 25 – 27 
T-6 Fly-In 
Freeman Army Airfield, Seymour 
888-524-1914 
www.indianamilitary.org 
 
June 14 – 15 
Homecoming and Early Years Model 
Aircraft Fly-In  
National Model Aviation Museum, Muncie 
765-289-4236 
www.modelaircraft.org 
 
June 25 – 29 
Evansville Freedom Festival 
Downtown, Evansville 
800-433-3025 
www.evvthunderfest.org 
 
July 5 
Freedom Fest 
Goshen Municipal Airport, Goshen 
574-533-8245 
www.freedomfestgoshen.com 
 
July 11 
Terre Haute Air Fair 
Terre Haute International Airport, Terre 
Haute 
812-877-7600 
www.terrehauteairfair.com 
 
July 18-20 
Gary Air Show 
Miller Beach, Gary 
219-944-1210 
 

July 26-27 
Grissom Community Airshow  
Grissom Aeroplex, Peru 
765-688-2654 
www.grissomairshow.com 
 
August 8 – 10 
Summer Heat Air Festival 
Delaware County Airport, Muncie 
765-284-2700 
www.muncievisitorsbureau.org 
 
August 9 – 10 
Elkhart Airshow 
Elkhart Airport, Elkhart 
574-389-7959 
www.elkhartairshow.com 
 
August 10 
Fly-In and Drive-In 
Hoosier Warbirds Museum, Auburn 
260-925-6285 
www.hoosierwarbirds.org 
 
August 15 – 17 
SkyFest Michiana 
South Bend Regional Airport, South Bend 
574-282-1726 
www.skyfestmichiana.com 
 
August 16 
Wright Flyers Fly-In 
Wilbur Wright Birthplace, Hagerstown 
765-332-2495 
www.wilburwrightbirthplace.com 
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August 22 - 24 
Fun in the Sun Hot Air Balloon Festival 
and Air Show 
Richmond Municipal Airport, Richmond 
765-983-7296 
 
August 23 – 24 
Porter County Heritage Air Show 
Porter County Municipal Airport, 
Valparaiso 
219-464-9577 
www.portercountyairshow.com 
 
August 30 
Marion Fly-In and Cruise-In 
Marion Municipal Airport, Marion 
765-644-2588 
www.flyincruisein.com 
 
September 12 – 14 
Indianapolis Air Show 
Mount Comfort Airport, Indianapolis 
317-335-3371 
www.indyairshow.com 
 
September 27 
Lee Bottom Fly-In 
Lee Bottom Airport, Madison 
812-866-3211 
 
October 4 
Madison Air Show 
812-926-2717 
 
October 10 
Freeman Field Air Fair 
Freeman Army Airfield, Seymour 
888-524-1914 
www.indianamilitary.org 
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Centennial Exhibits 
Indiana, Amelia Earhart, and the 
Centennial of Flight 
Indiana History Center, Indianapolis 
April 16 
317- 232-1882 
www.indianahistory.org 
 
Flight Trails 
Purdue University 
Stewart Center Gallery, West Lafayette 
March 10 – April 27 
765-494-5687 
www.sla.purdue.edu/galleries 
 
Sky, Blue, Heavens 
Purdue University 
Stewart Center Gallery, West Lafayette 
September 1 – October 12 
765-494-5687 
www.sla.purdue.edu/galleries 
 
Centennial Events 
April 9 – 16 
Wilbur Wright Birthday Celebration 
Wilbur Wright Birthplace, Hagerstown 
765-332-2495 
www.wilburwrightbirthplace.com 

May 3 
Museum Opening 
Atterbury-Bakalar Air Museum, Columbus 
(812) 372-4356 
www.atterburybakalarairmuseum.org 
 
June 20 – 22 
Centennial of Flight Festival: Fun is in the 
Air! 
Wilbur Wright Birthplace, Hagerstown 
765-332-2495 
www.wilburwrightbirthplace.com 
 
June 27 – August 1 
National Aeromodeling Championships 
Academy of Model Aeronautics, Muncie 
765-289-4236 
http://www.modelaircraft.org 
 
August 14 – 17 
Flying Under the Dome 
West Baden Springs National Historic 
Landmark,  
West Baden 
800-450-5434 
www.historiclandmarks.org 
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August 16 – 17 
VJ Day Parade/Freeman Field Reunion 
Freeman Army Airfield, Seymour 
888-524-1914 
www.indianamilitary.org 
 
August 17 – 18 
World Helicopter Jamboree 
Academy of Model Aeronautics, Muncie 
765-289-4236 
http://www.modelaircraft.org 
 
August 28 – September 1 
Richmond Boogie 
Richmond Airport, Richmond 
888-234-JUMP 
www.skydiverichmond.com 
Join in the fun at the second-. 
 
October 3 
Oktoberfest Balloon Race 
Seymour High School, Seymour 
888-524-1914 
www.jacksoncountyin.com 
 
 

 


